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Brenda - age 59, income $2,417 per month 

Jose Zuno, age 68, income $2,150 per month 

Jose is a retired foundry worker who has lived with diabetes over 20 

years. He was born in Mexico, moved his family to Milwaukee in 

1979, and spent 27 years in his current home. He is married and has 

six adult children. His wife recently retired from Patrick Cudahy. 

As a result of his medical condition, both legs were amputated and 

he is bound to a wheelchair. With no ramp allowing him easy access 

in and out of his home, his daughters had to carry him up and down 

the stairs but often found they could not do it on their own. "We 

literally had to knock on neighbors' doors to see who could help us," 

his daughter Silvia said. 

Jose's lack of mobility caused him to suffer from depression. He 

missed being able to enjoy the outdoors and the trips to his favorite 

place, 7 Mile Fair. On Jose's 68th birthday, the Revitalize Milwaukee 

team was ecstatic to deliver the news that a contractor would build 

him a ramp. 

Not only did the ramp help Jose regain his sense of independence, it 

is alleviating his depression and ensures he can safely leave and 

enter his home. This ramp is truly life-altering for the family. 

Brenda is a 59-year-old veteran who suffers from PTSD and rarely leaves her home due 

to severe social anxiety. One bitterly cold February weekend, her furnace stopped 

working. She did not have the money to pay for repairs so she had to wait until Monday 

to contact her resources. 

I am so grateful to 

have heat again! 

The VA was unable to help her and she was just over the income limit for energy 

assistance. She had just about lost all hope when she called Revitalize Milwaukee crying. 

- Brenda,

Homeowner

Because RM doesn't generally repair furnaces, our team dropped off space heaters and put in calls to other resources 

trying to find someone to help. When nothing panned out, a RM contractor was sent to her home. 

More than four hours later, the furnace was fixed!! Brenda was so grateful to receive help when she felt so helpless. 










